
5 ways desktop 
virtualisation can 
empower your users



Has your organisation embraced 
virtualisation for your desktop infrastructure yet?

Are you looking for a secure, simple and scalable 
remote access solution?

Or would you prefer a more flexible way to enable
you to retain the investment you’ve made in your 
existing hardware?

A cloud client computing starter kit can give you and your teams 

a competitive advantage. By virtualising your desktops, it makes 

everything you need – systems, apps and data - available in a 

secure way, wherever and whenever you need it.

If you’ve not yet made the move, or are yet to fully embrace a 

virtual desktop infrastructure, here we provide five ways that it 

can help to empower your users.



1) Simplify your management
A cloud client computing solution is easy to manage. It can be 

deployed and configured in hours, rather than days, and 

centrally managed. Devices, including tablets and smartphones, 

are automatically configured at roll-out and reconfigured when 

required, reducing downtime and support costs. It’s an ideal 

BYOD (bring your own device) solution as it allows complete 

user-centric access control and manages any devices entering 

your network.

2) Better managed security risks
Unlike a physical desktop estate, a virtualised one provides 

better security for the information and data stored within it, 

and for the machines themselves.

With a virtualised desktop infrastructure, everything except

the client access device is located centrally. This means that the 

users’ machines contain no hard drives, no local storage, and the 

operating system has no published API, so your network 

and data are better protected against unauthorised access 

and malware attacks. 

Furthermore, if your desktop infrastructure contains thin clients, 

rather than PCs or laptops, they are a lot smaller so can easily be 

locked away. And as they are a simple shell, they’re less valuable, 

and therefore less attractive to thieves.



3) A more cost-effective solution
It is estimated that two million PCs are still running Windows XP, 

and with Microsoft withdrawing support for the operating system 

in April 2014, a lot of companies are looking for a fast, 

reliable transition method to Windows 7 or 8. A cloud client 

computing solution offers a cost-effective upgrade route for 

companies needing to make this transition.

The thin and zero client devices that can be configured for a VDI 

environment have no moving parts, consume very little 

electricity and generate little heat; this can lead to a quieter 

working environment, with a much reduced requirement for 

air conditioning or climate control, all of which translate into 

lower opperational costs.



4) Preserve your existing hardware investment
Perhaps you’re not ready to fully virtualise your desktop 

infrastructure. That’s ok. There are solutions available that 

enable you to continue using your existing PCs and bridge the 

gap, maximising the investment you have made in your existing 

hardware. Then if you choose to fully virtualise at a later date, 

you can easily make the transition to thin clients. In the 

mean time, you can re-use your older hardware to access 

your new VDI desktops.

5) Scale in a way that’s fast, practical and affordable
A great benefit of a virtualised desktop infrastructure is that 

it’s easily scalable. Now that everything is located and managed 

centrally, adding new desktops is simple. Users simply take the 

machine out of its packaging, connect the display, keyboard, 

mouse and power supply and it’s ready. After applying a profile 

to the new machine, the device connects automatically to the

centralised VDI infrastructure and automatically configures itself.



Sign up for a complimentary strategy workshop

If you think a virtualised desktop infrastructure could benefit 

your business, why not sign up for a complimentary strategy 

workshop with one of our senior consultants? 

This two hour workshop can take place at your offices or ours 

and involve one of our consultants understanding what your 

current desktop infrastructure looks like, how you would like 

to evolve it, discuss the different options that are available to 

you and answer any questions. We can then develop a strategy 

roadmap specific to your business.



Foundation IT has been building IT infrastructure solutions for 

many mid-market organisations since 1996. We provide strategic 

advice, practical guidance and high quality support to ensure 

that our clients get the very best from their investments in IT 

infrastructure. By using our skills, experience and technology 

expertise we are able to develop plans in conjunction with our 

clients to help achieve the right long-term outcomes, as well as 

implementing solutions to overcome pain your organisation is 

experiencing now.

Our practice comprises three dedicated areas

IT infrastructure: dedicated to ensuring your IT systems 

are robust, able to support your operations and delivering 

real value.

End-user computing: supporting your end-users by 

ensuring they have secure access to the information 

they need anytime, anywhere.

Managed service: a first-class support network to 

protect and maintain your IT infrastructure; comprising 

end-user support, infrastructure management, 24/7 

response and hosting/cloud services.
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About Foundation IT



www.foundation-it.com

01635 203 700

info@foundation-it.com


