
 Case study 

The issue 

St Gregory suffered from an ageing IT infrastructure. Slow 

performance was beginning to frustrate the students, as 

they were desperate to work, but unable to do so. 

Computing lessons were also impacted as the software 

used was running particularly slowly. St Gregory knew it 

needed to do something to improve the way it provided 

access to desktops for its students.  

There were concerns about the support offered by the 

school’s incumbent IT provider. Whilst common, day-to-

day issues were dealt with promptly, larger problems 

were left unaddressed. With big plans ahead to enhance 

its students’ learning experience, St Gregory knew it 

needed to find a reliable partner that was up to the 

challenge. 

How we helped 

Working with St Gregory, we performed a Discovery 

exercise to understand the school’s wants and needs, and 

see how its IT infrastructure supports the school. Then we 

submitted a proposal outlining how we could refresh the 

school’s server and desktop infrastructure. Our integrated 

solution comprised a blend of quality server and desktop 

virtualisation, using consistent management platforms. 

The results 

Our proposal enabled St Gregory to keep its existing 

desktops to reduce capital expenditure. Moving to a 

virtualised environment makes St Gregory more flexible, 

and able to grant its students and teachers access to their 

work anytime, from anywhere. 

Initial feedback has been really positive, as everyone’s 

delighted to see the school moving forward. The students 

and teachers are happy with the improvement to the 

system performance as speed has increased, and they like 

that it’s modern with the addition of Windows 7 and 

Office 2010. 

“Foundation IT know what they are 

talking about and they know how to do it. 

They just come in and get the job done.” 

Warren Dunkley, St Gregory the Great 

Any questions? 

Get in touch 

Foundation Court, Old Street, Hermitage 

Thatcham, Berkshire RG18 9SE 

www.foundation-it.com 

info@foundation-it.com 
01635 203 700 

Foundation IT helps Saint Gregory the Great Catholic 
School to enhance its students’ learning experience 
through a new virtual desktop environment. 
 

St Gregory the Great School needed a reliable partner that could help it to update its 

ageing infrastructure and improve the way it provided access to desktops for its 

students and teachers. 

Customer profile 

Situated in Oxford, St Gregory the Great School offers a 

range of learning experiences, extra-curricular activities and 

opportunities to make a positive contribution to its 

community. St Gregory promotes excellence in every aspect 

of school life, through the setting of clear standards, 

combined with effective monitoring, and recognises the 

need to continually improve. 

Technical Solution 

 VMware Virtualisation: delivers customer-proven 

solutions that accelerate IT by reducing complexity and 

enabling more flexible, agile service delivery. 

 VMware View: delivering rich, personalised virtual 

desktops from a virtualisation platform.  

 Dell EqualLogic: its all-inclusive, intelligent feature set 

streamlines operations and allows for seamless pay-as-

you grow expansion. 

 Professional Services: in collaboration with our 

colleagues and clients, we use a mature methodology to 

develop our clients’ infrastructures.  

The right partner – Why Foundation IT? 

Warren Dunkley, an IT Consultant for St Gregory the Great, 

said, “Foundation IT is different. They approach things in the 

correct manner, and their consultants are truly interested in 

what matters to us.” 


